
Inquiry: An educational, moral 
and spiritual imperative

MA School Libraries Course

University of Zagreb, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, Department of Information and Communication Sciences

29 October 2025

Darryl Toerien



Idea(s) about education

“Education is a practice, but before that it is an idea rooted in 
an uplifting belief…or at least that is the hope.”

Simone Weil
In The Value of “Failed Experiments” in School Studies, by Ronald K. L. Collins (2025)

● What is your idea about education?
● What uplifting belief is that idea rooted in?



A global vision for the school library

“The school library is integral to the 
educational process.”

IFLA School Library Guidelines (p. 38)
Quoting IFLA/UNESCO School Library Manifesto (1999)



A global definition of the school library

• “A school’s physical and digital 
learning space where …

• … reading, inquiry, research, 
thinking, imagination, and 
creativity are central to …

• … students’ information-to-
knowledge journey and to their 
personal, social, and cultural 
growth”.

IFLA School Library Guidelines (p. 13)



A global purpose of the school library

The school library exists to serve 
its educational purpose - 
improving teaching and learning 
for all - and its moral purpose - 
making a difference in the lives 
of young people.
IFLA School Library Guidelines (p. 13)



Our educational and moral purpose

Our educational purpose may 
be broadly understood in terms 
of the student’s information-to-
knowledge journey.

Our moral purpose may be 
broadly understood in terms of 
the student’s personal, social, 
and cultural growth.



An inquiry-centred instructional programme

Core instructional activities:
• Literacy & reading promotion

• Media & information literacy
• Can be included in inquiry-based 

learning

• Inquiry-based learning
• Includes media & information literacy

• Technology integration

• Professional development for 
teachers

IFLA School Library Guidelines (p. 8)



Inquiry as coming to know and understand

“Inquiry is a stance of wonder 
and puzzlement that gives rise 
to a dynamic process of coming 
to know and understand the 
world and ourselves in it as the 
basis of responsible 
participation in community.”

Stripling and Toerien (2021)
Enlarged from GEN definition 



Instructional models of the inquiry process 



PK-12 framework of inquiry skills, incl. InfoLit





“The chief task of 
education is above all to 
… guide the evolving 
dynamism through which 
a person forms themself 
as a person.”

Jacques Maritain
Education at the crossroads (p. 1)



the Heroic Inquirer stands,
feet firmly planted in the scroll

that is the unfolding record of human knowledge,
upholding and upheld by that light,

which illuminates the way ahead















Concluding ideas
• Douglas Knight (President Emeritus of Duke University)

• Two major and unique functions of the library
• To facilitate the meeting of mind and idea through our collections
• To facilitate the extension of those ideas in the mind

• Requires close collaboration between
• Those in the classroom who teach the mind to inquire and
• Those in library who teach the mind how to inquire

• Therefore, the librarian is a teacher of the inquiry process of learning
• Inquiry is learning about reality, which is the basis of responsible 

participation in community
• Dallas Willard (Professor Emeritus in Philosophy at USC)

• Reality is what we have to deal with
• Success is dealing with reality, which is ultimately spiritual
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