
Risks of AI   

THE GREATNESS OF THE HUMAN PERSON IN THE FACE 
OF THE PROMISES OF AI 

AI should make life more human, 
not more efficient.

Speed
less critical thinking

 
False objectivity

hides bias
 

Simulated 
relationships

illusion
 

Concentrated power
everything in the hands 

of a few

Humans as something to be 
optimised, ‘enhanced’ 
Removing limitations 
Transcending humanity 
Human-machine fusion

Criteria for a more humane AI

The myths of transhumanism

Human dignity  

The common good  

Social justice  

Reliability 

Transparency

Relationship  
Vulnerability  
Care  
Love

“For an algorithm, an error is a flaw to be corrected; for a person, 
however, it can be a catalyst for profound change.” MH 128

“To disarm AI does not mean rejecting 
technology, but preventing it from 
dominating humanity.” MH 110

“The quality of a civilization is measured 
not by the power of its means, but by the 
care it is able to offer.” MH 114

The risk of the technocratic paradigm Artificial Intelligence

Simulates intelligence, but is not human

What it does
• Efficiency
• Profit
• AI
• Person

• Processes data    
• Recognises patterns   
• Is fast and powerful

becomes the sole criterion 
guides decisions 
accelerates the problem 
reduced to performance

Has no consciousness   
Does not love, does 
not suffer
Is not responsible 

What it does NOT do

The true human being:

A limitation is 
not a flaw: 
it is what makes 
us human

IA  is not neutral, it reflects 
values and choices

3 of 5

Chapter 3

www.humandevelopment.va

MAGNIFICA HUMANITAS
On safeguarding the human person
in the time of Artificial Intelligence

ENCYCLICAL LETTER OF THE HOLY FATHER LEO XIV
FIRST ENCYCLICAL OF

POPE LEO XIV


